Oregon Winegrowers Association

Meeting Minutes

July 29, 2008

Portland, Oregon

Attendees: Casey McClellan via conference phone (Treasurer), Kara Olmo (Vice President), Steve Girard (Secretary), David Adelsheim, Pat Dudley, Lee Mankin via conference phone, Sam Tannahill.

Guests: Bill Nelson of Wine America, Jason Tosch and Tim Lamers of Anne Amie, Tim Moore of Oregon Wine Services, Jesse Lyon of Davis Wright Tremaine, Gary Conkling of Conkling, Fiskum & McCormick

Staff: Ted Farthing (Executive Director), Annie Cocchia, Sara Gourley, Katie Stoll

Call to Order
Girard called the OWA meeting to order at 9:04 am.

Minutes Approval
 

Research Funding
At the 2007 Board retreat the Board agreed to explore evaluating additional funds for viticulture and enology research.  The Board saw research funding models for a handful of states and concluded that the best model for Oregon would be to seek additional matching funds.  

Legislative Update
OLCC Direct Shipping and Self-Distribution Rules Update

There is concern that the OLCC will not allow stores such as Made In Oregon to continue with central warehousing.  This would impact many small Oregon wine producers who sell directly to Made In Oregon.  Legal counsel and staff will encourage Oregon wineries to voice their opinion about this issue.

Big Look Task Force
The Big Look Task Force met with landowner stakeholders, including the OWA, earlier this summer.  The task force will take input from the stakeholder meetings, refine their Big Look document, and present it to the public in September/October.  After the public’s input is collected, the task force will further refine their document into a recommendation for the legislature. 

Bottle Bill Task Force 

In 2007, the Oregon legislature expanded the bottle bill to include bottled water; this will take effect January 1, 2009.  There is talk of modifying the bottle bill again to potentially include wine bottles and changing redemption centers from grocery stores to central collection centers.  Currently Vancouver, WA is testing a recycle bank idea; this could be something for Oregon to consider. The OWA is in favor of expanding curbside recycling.  Conkling will keep the Board updated.  

Tax Restructuring Committee
The Tax Restructuring Committee was formed by the 2007 legislature to assess the likelihood of Oregon voters approving a sales tax.  It was quickly determined that Oregon votes would not approve a sales tax, so the committee has been focusing on ways to bring funds into counties that are no longer receiving federal timber payments; there are 52 recommendations.  Increasing beer and wine tax is one of the recommendations; the wine and grape industry would be opposed to this.  Trying to use a niche tax to solve a larger problem is not a good solution.  
LNG Pipeline update
Action on the proposed LNG terminal has been delayed and pushed back until the fall.  The fate of the terminal is unknown. Conkling will keep the Board updated.

Winery Licensing
Some of the OLCC’s field agents are not enforcing their own rules with regards to issuing winery licenses and giving advice about Grower’s Sales Privilege licenses.  As a result, there are businesses with winery licenses that are not even producing wine and could be seen as abusing the privileges that come with a winery license.  The OWA will tread with caution.  Lyon pointed out that there is a simple fix to this problem:  The Washington Liquor Board requires a copy of the TTB winery certificate before they issue a Washington winery license.  Perhaps we could encourage the OLCC to do the same.
Girard recessed the meeting for lunch at 11:55 am.  
Girard reconvened the meeting at 12:30 pm. 

Girard adjourned the meeting at 12:30 pm.

McClellan moved Mankin seconded to approve the minutes of the June 17, 2008 OWA Board meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.  

















