Oregon Winegrowers Association
Meeting Minutes

September 9, 2008

Ashland, Oregon 

Attendees: Harry Peterson-Nedry (President), Kara Olmo (Vice President – on phone), Steve Girard (Secretary), Casey McClellan (Treasurer – on phone), David Adelsheim, Pat Dudley, Lee Mankin, Earl Jones, Sam Tannahill
Guests: Jesse Lyon, Davis Wright Tremaine (on phone); Doug Kodak, Aardvark Vineyard; Laura Lotspeich(Nominating Committee Chair), Pheasant Hill Vineyard; Todd Jarvis, OSU Institute for Water and Watersheds; Gary Conkling, Conkling, Fiskum & McCormick (on phone); Kirsten Johnson, Conkling, Fiskum & McCormick (on phone); Drew Hagedorn, Conkling, Fiskum & McCormick (on phone); Kevin Chambers, Resonance Vineyard
Staff: Ted Farthing (Executive Director), Katie Stoll, Stephany Boettner, Tara Anderson
Call to Order
Peterson-Nedry called the OWA meeting to order at 9:02am.

Minutes Approval

Action Item Review

A82 – Nominating Process 
The Nominating Committee presented to the Board a recommendation that all future application include a requirement for at least 2 outside professional referrals, and face to face meetings with the applicants. Laura Lotspeich, as chair of the Nominating Committee, also requested a May 1 deadline for current Board members to notify the Nominating Committee of their intent to reapply and a June 1 deadline for new applications. Staff will clarify the application process.  Lotspeich invited Girard and McClellan to participate on the Nominating Committee after their terms on the Board end. Both agreed. 
The Board formally thanked Lotspeich for reorganizing the Nominating Committee and making it work more effectively.
Financial Report
Farthing reported on 2007-2008 year-end financials. Professional membership dues increased more than $100,000 from last year and increases in lobbying and legal counsel fees were implemented.
Conkling joined the meeting at 10am via conference call.
Jarvis joined the meeting at 10:04am.
Legislative Update

Big Look Task Force
Conkling reported that the Big Look Task Force is beginning its month long process of vetting its recommendations with the public before formal presentation to the Oregon State Legislature. Conkling encourages board members to register their views at the nearest Big Look event, or go online and fill out the survey. Staff will send information on Big Look events and the survey to the industry. 

Oregon Health Fund Board
The Oregon Health Fund Board has been tasked with developing a way to come up with universal health care in Oregon. This has the potential to be a tax on health insurance and will be one of the more defining debates in the Legislature. Staff to distribute a synopsis to the industry. 

Research Funding
 Conkling and staff will write a pitch piece to present to the Governor’s staff after a brainstorming session via conference call has been held. Stories should include an explanation of what we are asking for and why we need it; who the people are; how we will use any awarded funds; and 2 or 3 critical problems we either face today or will soon.  Board needs to identify spokespeople. Highest priority is drafting a white paper and scheduling a meeting with the Governor’s staff.
ODOT Viticultural Signage 
Lyon reported that ODOT has formulated administrative rules regarding its viticultural signage. There are 2 issues with their proposed rules:  1)any applicants for viticultural signage must send notice to OWA – Lyon will suggest changing wording to “affected industry groups” and 2)certain exemptions wouldn’t currently apply to winery/grower/ AVA associations .Lyon will recommend changes to ODOT.  
OLCC Financial Assistance Rules
OLCC is proposing modifications to its financial assistance rules. Lyon will send a notice out to the industry asking if anyone has been affected by this.  
Central Warehousing
The industry is concerned that this may ultimately hinder self-distribution. Lyon and Conkling will draft a position and short bill on central warehousing.
Winery Licensing
Lyon met with OLCC employees to go over what is required to be a winery. OLCC has never actually implemented the ORS and has not written rules to define what “principally produced” means. Field officers are often not educated in the statute. Lyon is going to prepare an outline of the issues and what “principally produced” has historically meant, especially for wineries that do not have a bricks and mortar winery.
Abandoned Vineyards
Lyon and Dudley will talk offline to discuss Lyon pursuing a conversation with the ODA about exercising their authority over abandoned vineyards. Olmo stated that Phil VanBuskirk at the OSU Extension Service also has some experience with this. 

Lyon invited Directors to attend a reception with the Brewers Guild at Davis, Wright, Tremaine on Sept 18th  at 5:30pm to discuss shared advocacy positions and explore ways the two groups can work together on policy and regulatory issues.
 
OWA-PAC
PAC donations are still far below our goal.  Staff will send out the donation request to the industry again, stressing how funds are distributed and why the OWA PAC is vital to our continued success.
Conkling left the meeting at 11:17am; Johnson joined at 11:17am via conference call.
Hagedorn joined at 11:21am via conference call.
Chambers joined at 11:25am.
Lyon, Drew, and Johnson all left the meeting at 11:31am.
OSU Institute for Water and Watersheds
Todd Jarvis from the OSU Institute for Water and Watersheds shared his groundwater presentation.  After the presentation, Farthing displayed the results from the industry groundwater survey. Staff will circulate information on statewide water roundtables to industry.

Peterson-Nedry recessed the OWA meeting for lunch at 12:33.
Peterson-Nedry reconvened the OWA meeting at 5:53pm. 
Peterson-Nedry closed the OWA meeting at 5:53pm.

Girard moved to approve the minutes of the July 29, 2008 Oregon Winegrowers Association meeting.  Dudley seconded. Motion passed unanimously. Jones and Peterson-Nedry abstained.
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