Oregon Winegrowers Association
Meeting Minutes

October 21, 2008

Conference Call
Attendees: Harry Peterson-Nedry (President), Kara Olmo (Vice President), Steve Girard (Secretary) , Casey McClellan (Treasurer), Lee Mankin, Sam Tannahill, David Adelsheim
Guests: Jesse Lyon, Davis Wright Tremaine, Gary Conkling, CFM
Staff: Ted Farthing (Executive Director), Katie Stoll, Stephany Boettner, Hannelore Buckenmeyer
Call to Order
Peterson-Nedry called the OWA meeting to order at 9:04am.

Minutes Approval

Research Funding
Conkling is waiting on stories from the industry regarding how increased research funding would impact their businesses.  Chances for success in the upcoming legislative session are slim as the state budget will most likely be way down, but it’s still a good idea to introduce the concept.  
PAC Donations

The time period for soliciting donations has passed.  Less than $5000 was donated by the wine industry this year.  The OWA needs to emphasize this more heavily in future election years.  
McClellan joined the meeting at 9:13am.

Asset Management

FDIC limit has now been changed to $250,000 through Dec. 2009.  The OWA’s balance will peak around $140,000 in May 2009.  Discussed creation of a policy regarding asset management.  Staff will draft a policy for the November meeting.  

Lyon joined the meeting at 9:15am.

Meeting with the Brewers Guild

Lyon’s partner is working with the Brewers Guild.  DWT hosted a reception for the two groups to meet.  They share some interests with the OWA and OWB such as marketing and promotion, fermentation research, and land use.  Lyon and Farthing will take next steps.
Legislative Update

Privilege Tax Audits
OLCC is currently performing audits and interpreting some of the rules differently than they have in the past.  Lyon has drafted language to clarify production and timing of tax payments.

OLCC Bonds

Lyon worked with the OLCC to ensure the financial services division understood the need for bonds on new applications and renewals for most small and exempt wineries have been eliminated.

Viticultural Area Signs
OWA working with ODOT staff to create temporary rules for free viticultural area signs.  Staff will send out information in bulletin.

OLCC Financial Assistance Rules
Lyon has email ready to send out to the industry in December.   

Central Warehousing
Absent interest from Made in Oregon, OWA is stepping down from making this a major cause.  If they do decide to move forward, OWA will support them. 

Winery Licensing
Lyon is drafting a white paper for the OLCC on the impacts of different kinds of licenses. 

Direct Shipping
OWA was approached by a group in Indiana to partner in amicus brief regarding some direct shipping and sales issues.  Lyon evaluating future steps.
Spray Drift and Nuisance Vineyard Issues

Lyon meeting with ODA to see how they can better enforce these rules.  Could spray drift losses be incorporated into Ag Stats?  Farthing will reach out to Laura Burgess.  Bob Findlay from Southern Oregon (per Olmo) had issues with drift and would be a good person to have on an industry task force.  In Eastern Washington a couple of studies were done on the subject.  California may also have some evidence of how it works. 
Conkling joined the call at 9:45am.


Economic Crisis
Oregon is in better shape than many other states as far as cash flow, but overall groups are bracing for major cuts.  Climate is tougher for new requests for funding, but still should go ahead with the request.  Staff and some Board members on point to come up with cases studies on what we could do with increased research funding.
 
Bottle Bill
Recommendations came out from the task force.  Water bottles will be added Jan. 1, 2009.  Expansion to include wine bottles is unlikely to come up in the 2009 legislative session.  
Climate Change Initiative

Western state and province proposal to cap emissions and there could be a trading system for extra emissions.  Low likelihood of passing in 2009. Peterson-Nedry suggested that climate change should be listed as one of the top three priorities/issues facing the Oregon wine industry and that we should have a general stance.  Farthing will add it to the prioritization exercise for the Board.  
Peterson-Nedry adjourned the OWA meeting at 10:14am.

Girard moved to approve the minutes of the September 9, 2008 Oregon Winegrowers Association meeting.  Mankin seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 









