Oregon Winegrowers Association
Meeting Minutes

February 17, 2009
Davis Wright Tremaine
Attendees: Kara Olmo (President), Sam Tannahill (Vice President) Harry Peterson-Nedry (Secretary), David Adelsheim, Tim Kennedy, Lee Mankin, Earl Jones, Terry Brandborg, Pat Dudley. 
Guests: Jesse Lyon, Davis Wright Tremaine; On the phone: Gary Conkling, Conkling Fiskum & McCormick
Staff: Ted Farthing (Executive Director), Aaron Johnson
Call to Order
Olmo called the OWA meeting to order at 9:00 am.

Minutes Approval

Action Items

Adelsheim met with Ken Wright of Ken Wright Cellars regarding a possible auction. They are ready to develop a steering committee with members from various AVAs around Oregon. Planning will take place over the next year with an auction tentatively planned for 2011. 
Dudley joined the meeting at 9:16.

Prioritized legislative and regulatory agenda status
Groundwater should be moved to an action item. (Identify the players and what is currently happening with the issue.)
Abandoned vineyards will be ranked as a high priority.
Service permit licensing will be ranked as a high priority given its imminent consideration.

OLCC Financial assistance rules will be ranked as a medium priority.

Advocacy Agenda: see separate document: Advocacy Agenda.

Lyon briefed the Directors on the status of OWA’s interactions with OLCC regarding the need for a rule change to address wide-spread problems with the privilege tax payment process, particularly for wineries producing less than 40,000 gallons annually.

Conkling and Lyon provided Directors with an update on each of the items listed in the advocacy agenda.
Farthing briefed Directors on federal issues related to TTB COLA reform. It is a priority for OWA to support the primacy of place names. 
Adelsheim identified parts of an ORS relating to a “qualified marketing tax credit” for large wineries that may require rulemaking action on the part of OWB and/or OLCC. Lyon further briefed the Board on this issue and described its historical relevance.
Protecting against anti-immigration legislation
Conkling updated Directors on the status of four bills dealing with skilled workers at the state level. None of the bills have moved to date. HB 2398 is fairly likely to move. It deals primarily with trades, but could end up being relevant to the wine industry. Johnson briefed Directors on the activities of the various immigration coalitions, including Coalition for a Working Oregon (CWO), Comprehensive Immigration Reform Work Group (CIRWG), and Immigration Works USA, all of which the OWA is collaborating with.  Immigration remains the top priority of the organization.    
Investment Policy


Olmo recessed the OWA Meeting at 11:23am.

Olmo resumed the OWA Meeting at 3:40pm


Olmo adjourned the OWB meeting at 3:43pm
Kennedy moved, Adelsheim seconded that the Board approve the minutes from the January 6, 2009 OWA Board Meeting. Mankin abstained. Motion passed unanimously. 








Mankin moved that OWA should adopt a target reserve of approximately three months of operating budget throughout the year. Motion failed for lack of a second.








Mankin moved that OWA achieve a minimum target reserve of one month of operational expense by December 31st 2009, achieve a minimum target reserve of two months of operational expense by December 31 2010 and achieve a target reserve of three months of operational expense by 2011. Peterson-Nedry seconded.











Mankin moved, Tannahill seconded that OWA adopt the OWB’s operational cash management, longer term cash management, the reporting requirement, and establish a reserve account of three month average expenses to be funded incrementally by one-third at the end of fiscal year 2009, two-thirds by the end of fiscal year 2010, and fully funded by fiscal year 2011. Motion passed unanimously.











