 WINE INDUSTRY’S FIRST ONLINE TOOL TO BUY OREGON WINE AND 
PLAN TRIP TO WINE COUNTRY
Improved Oregon Wine Explorer™ Brings State Wines Directly to Wine Consumers
PORTLAND, OR – July 2, 2007 – Known for its accessibility to visitors and friendly characters, the Oregon wine industry is still a place where visitors can shake the winemaker’s hand and purchase top rated wines without hassle.  In this same vein, The Oregon Wine Board launches the updated Oregon Wine Explorer.™  This invaluable online destination makes it easy to plan a trip to Oregon wine country by providing a virtual tour with turn-by-turn directions of the state’s wine regions; or order Oregon wines to enjoy at home through the new Wine Finder™ tool.  This online tool, exclusively developed for the Oregon wine industry, allows consumers to purchase directly from wineries, generating revenue for these mostly small, family-owned operations.  

Available at http://explorer.oregonwine.org, the Wine Finder tool allows visitors to search for Oregon wines available to ship to their state and narrow down the selections through filters like region, price, variety, vintage, ratings and sustainable certifications.  To further refine searches, consumers can use the keyword search function.  By entering search terms corresponding to flavor notes, winemaker styles, food pairings or soil types, consumers can select an Oregon wine to match their palate.  
“These online tools are an extension of the industry’s commitment to being accessible and approachable for Oregon wine country visitors,” said Ted Farthing, executive director of the Oregon Wine Board.  “Wine related tourism is important to Oregon, so we have responded with an intuitive online travel tool to help visitors find wineries that match their needs.  We understand that everyone may not have a chance to visit in person, so the Wine Finder tool helps bring Oregon wines to their doorstep.”  
Many Oregon wines are crafted in small quantities and not distributed outside the state.  The Wine Finder can help wine lovers discover these hard to find boutique brands.  
For more information or to schedule an interview with the Oregon Wine Board or a participating winery, please contact: Stephany Boettner, Senior Communications Manager, 503.228.8652 (office),
503.201.4252 (cell), Stephany@oregonwine.org
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