OWAC meeting convened at 2:00pm.
Minutes Approval

Jess Lyon’s Report – see attached report.  
Gary Conklin’s Report – after Direct shipping decision:

-retailers will go to court to make an attempt to say that under current law, they should be able to buy directly from out-of-state producers

-response from wholesalers was that they wanted to move legislation this session with a remedy in case the retailers were successful which was so surrender the OR self-distribution rights.  Finally they decided to leave wine alone, but did the same from the brewer’s side.  

-imminent Oregon-based discrimination suit, most likely from a New York winery

-Measure 37 – Senate passed 1037 in a trimmed-down version.  Believes transferability will not make it through the House.  Maybe something narrower.  

-One bill each in House and Senate has been drafted to exempt certain things from Measure 37.  Tax credit provision for farmers with workers paid at minimum wage.  Tax credit would cover 50% of index increase.  

-National building code change – used to ID wineries the same as distilleries, which was more costly to wineries.  Has worked with OR building codes division to fix it.  There is a bill pending on Senate floor, 2525, that has a change in the definition of “wineries” in the building code, grouping them with breweries instead.  Expected easily to pass Senate, and expected to be concurred in the House.  

Action item checklist:

All items done.  

Financials:

Revenues continue to come in low.  We’re most likely at around 40% of the industry.  Does the dues structure need to be readdressed?  How do we bring the growers back into the family?    

Membership Update:

Peterson-Nedry suggested that we change the metric of success.  Since the reorganization of the OWAC, focus is more on the wineries.  Perhaps that should be the metric.  Adelsheim mentioned that we are a more powerful body when including both vineyards and wineries.    

Lotspeich noted that in her region, most small growers are so disillusioned that they may be lost forever.  Chambers concurred.

What’s largely missing as compared to “the good old days” is the social side, information exchange, inter-region communication and events like Grape Day.  We need more communication of what’s happening on the legislative and lobbying side.  

Keep all customer units in mind: wineries, vineyards, winery and vineyards, and brands with no facility.  Grower issues: 1) they think we don’t want them – name change, winery takeover of board, etc. 2) no relevance to what they do 3) costs too much

Regulatory Advocacy

Vintage Dating – communicate to Napa Valley Vintners and Wine Institute regarding our position.  There is existing language in last paragraph of the minutes from May.  

Napa Event supporting the terroir “place is important” campaign – Peterson-Nedry will attend.  Perhaps our message should be, rather than just agreeing with them, that “Oregon has the strictest labeling regulations in the country”.  
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OWAC meeting recessed at 3:43pm.  
OWAC meeting adjourned at 4:14pm.
Chambers moved, Peterson-Nedry seconded that the minutes be approved as presented.  Shull abstained.  Passed unanimously.  





Adelsheim motioned, Shull seconded that the OWAC endorse proclamation that place is important to wine, as we’ve been on record since 1977 with our own regulations .  Passed Unanimously.








