Oregon Wine Advocacy Council
Meeting Minutes

January 10, 2006
Attendees: Kevin Chambers (President), Earl Jones (Secretary), Steve Girard (Vice-President), Casey McClellan (Treasurer), Kara Olmo, Harry Peterson-Nedry, Scott Shull, David Adelsheim. Staff: Ted Farthing (Executive Director), Katie Stoll, Stephany Boettner.  Visitors: Chris Murtz from OASS, Gary Conkling from CFM, Drew Hagador from CFM, Jesse Lyon from DWT.
Chambers called the OWAC meeting to order at 10:41am.

Minutes

Financials

OWAC managed to finish 2005 without having to make an urgent plea to the industry.  Response to revised dues structure has been very positive.  Already have several new members and returning members.  

Discussion of Membership Meeting

Regarding weighted voting: based on input from membership meeting last night and board discussion, the board will not recommend a vote to change the current voting structure.  

Legislative Committee

Conkling has proposed a calendar for the legislative committee.  Need to look at issues of in- and out-of-state structure differences and create a plan to address these: permit state, self-distribution, etc.  Conkling would like to begin talking to legislators early spring to be ahead of the curve for the 2007 legislative session.  

Legislative committee may need to work together with wholesale and retail constituencies to envision the end goal.  

Next step is to have CFM craft a survey that can be reviewed via email by Farthing, Chambers, Peterson-Nedry, and Lyon.  Survey will be sent to the entire industry, but results that are used to direct advocacy activities should come only from OWAC members.  The questionnaire might begin with “Are you a member of the OWAC?”  Solicitation for the PAC could go along with it.  
Blumenauer meeting update – several industry members met with Rep. Blumenauer to gather input for the 2007 Federal legislature agenda, particularly related to the Farm Bill.  Oregon wine industry is especially important in the new profile of Specialty Agriculture.  .  

OWAC planning for the Symposium Session.  Presentation will be largely structured like the membership meeting.  Add results from survey and discussion of PAC.  

Useful tool would be a graphic showing contributions from the beer & wine lobby vs. what the wine industry contributed in the last election cycle.  


Chambers recessed OWAC meeting at 1:50 p.m.

Chambers reconvened the OWAC meeting at 5:03 p.m.

Chambers adjourned the OWAC meeting at 5:04 p.m.

Shull moved, Jones seconded, that the OWAC propose two different names, each with OWA: Oregon Winegrowers Advocacy and Oregon Winegrowers Alliance to members by ballot.  Adelsheim voted against.  McClellan abstained.  Passed with a majority.





McClellan moved, Olmo seconded that the dues renewal form be sent with an industry survey of advocacy priorities beginning November 2006.  Passed unanimously.  





Girard moved, Jones seconded to approved mintes as written.  Motion passed.  Shull and Peterson-Nedry abstained.  








