Oregon Wine Advocacy Council
Meeting Minutes

February 21, 2006
Attendees: Kevin Chambers (President), Earl Jones (Secretary), Steve Girard (Vice-President), Kara Olmo, Harry Peterson-Nedry, David Adelsheim, John Weisinger, Casey McClellan (Treasurer) – via phone. Staff: Ted Farthing (Executive Director), Katie Stoll, Stephany Boettner.  Visitors: Jo McIntyre, Capital Press, Gary Conkling from CFM, Sandra Bishop, OWAC advocate member, Jesse Lyon from DWT, Chris and Matt Shown from Brigadoon Vineyards.
Chambers called the OWAC meeting to order at 9:10am.

Minutes

2007 Board Meeting Calendar

Board agreed to bring back the open industry no-host dinners on the evenings before board meetings.  
Financials

Both revenues and expenses are just slightly below budget.  Renewals continue to go well since the dues floor decrease.  There are 29 new vineyard members and 20 new winery members.  
McClellan joined the meeting via telephone.  
Strategic Plan and Budget
Priorities: Taxation, Land Use, Appropriations, Direct Shipment, In-State vs. Out-of-State Privileges, Immigration Reform.  Immigration reform is an issue that could unite industry members from both sides of the political spectrum as there is near unanimous agreement.
Regulatory Update

Lyon reported on some issues in progress: Measure 37, winery salesperson license, OLCC crackdowns on several points.  New legislation proposed by OLCC in the case of license suspensions would require a bright orange 12x18 sign stating “License Suspended”.  Section 3B of the rule specifically references wineries; that wineries under suspension cannot receive or crush fruit during.
Property tax on barrels: Dept. of Revenue is currently researching the subject.  ODA, on contract from FDA, has stepped up inspections and enforcement of licensees of restricted pesticides.  Chambers suggested a two-pronged notice – one is a potential position paper or education effort from the OWAC toward the ODA and other regulatory agencies, the other is educating our own members on how to be in compliance.  Find out when inspectors statewide come together so that we can make a presentation to them.  Lyon will sit down with Pat Dudley, Katy Coba, and the Head of Food Safety to discuss.  
The ballot will go out the week of March 6.

Gary Conkling joined the meeting at 10:45am.  
Industry Survey Results

Conkling presented preliminary results from the industry survey.  Board and Legislative Committee will review results and continue to evolve OWAC policy on key issues.  
Next step is Jim Bernau calling a meeting of the legislative committee to create a matrix of options regarding self-distribution and direct shipping.  Peterson-Nedry will ask Bernau to be prepared to make a report on Legislative committee recommendations at the May meeting.  
Chris and Matt Shown from Brigadoon Vineyards joined the meeting at 11:50am.

Discussion of retainers for general counsel and lobbyist.  Recommendation is to increase retainers to an appropriate level based on membership dues revenues.  
Chambers recessed OWAC meeting at 12:05pm.  McClellan signed off.  
Chambers reconvened the OWAC meeting at 4:58pm.
Chambers adjourned the OWAC meeting at 4:58pm.  
Adelsheim moved, Girard seconded to ask Lyon to stand with the rest of the alcoholic beverages industries regarding these changes to the OLCC Posting of Suspension Notice.  Passed unanimously.  





Adelsheim moved, Jones seconded, to recommend to the membership by ballot a change of name of the organization from Oregon Wine Advocacy Council to Oregon Winegrowers Association.  Passed unanimously.  





Girard moved, Jones seconded to approved minutes as written.  Motion passed unanimously. McClellan not yet present.








