Oregon Wine Advocacy Council

Meeting Minutes

November 16, 2005

Attendees: Earl Jones (President), Steve Girard, Laura Lotspeich, David Adelsheim, Kevin Chambers (Vice President), Casey McClellan (Secretary/Treasurer).  Staff: Ted Farthing (Executive Director), Katie Stoll, Stephany Boettner.  Visitors: Kara Olmo, Leah Sullivan.
Call to Order

Jones called the meeting to order at 11am.


Minutes Approval

Financial Review 

The OWAC has collected just enough dues to remain solvent through the end of the year.  Next dues cycle will bring in cash beginning mid-December.
Membership

Adelsheim suggested that part of the funding solution may be to work on attracting the 20 biggest businesses in the industry to join.  Farthing will coordinate scheduling of personal visits with major or influential entities and board members to discuss issues of importance to them, such as weighted vote, name change, etc.  
Campaigns for renewal and new membership should be targeted by industry segment.  Focus on issues unique to growers or wineries.  Chambers recommended a reduction to $150 minimum dues coupled with a name change.  




Legislative Priorities


Discussion: Chambers pointed out that directing him to do so could be at the detriment of other legal issues.
The Board requested that the Legislative Advocacy committee come back to the OWAC January meeting with a prioritized list of 2006 legislative issues.

The OWAC will ask Jim Bernau to chair the Legislative Advocacy sub-committee and Harry Peterson-Nedry will chair the Advocacy committee.  

Slate of Officers



Jones recessed the meeting at 12:05.  
Jones reconvened the meeting at 2:07pm.

Jones adjourned the meeting at 2:08pm.




Chambers moved, Lotspeich seconded to change the minimum professional member dues for the OWAC to $150.  Hence, for 20 tons of production or more, dues will be $7.50/ton.  Passed unanimously.





Chambers moved, Adelsheim seconded to submit to the membership for a vote to change the name from Oregon Wine Advocacy Council (OWAC) to Oregon Winegrowers’ Advocacy (OWA).  Passed unanimously.  





Girard moved, Lotspeich seconded to raise the service member dues to $500/year.  Passed unanimously.








Lotspeich moved, Girard seconded that OWAC adopt procedural recommendations as written in attached Memorandum from Conkling and Lyon dated Aug. 23, 2005.   Passed unanimously.  





Lotspeich moved, McClellan seconded that the OWAC direct legal counsel to pursue immediate action of appropriate interpretation of the barrel value property tax issue with appropriate state agencies.  Passed unanimously.    























Lotspeich moved, Adelsheim seconded to approve the following slate of officers for calendar year 2006: President Kevin Chambers, Vice President Steve Girard, Secretary Earl Jones, and Treasurer Casey McClellan.  Passed unanimously.





Lotspeich moved, McClellan seconded to approve the OWAC minutes for the September 2005 meeting as written.  Motion passed unanimously.








