Oregon Winegrowers’ Association
Meeting Minutes

April 06, 2006
Attendees: Kevin Chambers (President), Earl Jones (Secretary), Steve Girard (Vice-President), Harry Peterson-Nedry, David Adelsheim, John Weisinger, Casey McClellan (Treasurer), Scott Shull. Staff: Ted Farthing (Executive Director), Katie Stoll, Stephany Boettner.  Visitors: Laura Burgess with OASS, Thane Cockrum with the Columbia Gorge Winegrowers Association, Heather Staten with Phelps Creek, Norm McKibben with Pepper Bridge.
Chambers called the OWA meeting to order at 9:10am.

Minutes

Financials/Membership
McClellan joined the meeting.  

New expenses mark the return to higher retainers for Legal Counsel and Lobbyist.  Dues are coming in strong but still not to $180,000 budget level.  Farthing suggested that the board consider inflationary rate increases each year and incremental cap increases to align revenue with cost-of-living increases.  Board reaction is to initially focus on messaging and renewals, discuss dues in the fall.  
Norm McKibben joined the meeting.  Scott Shull joined the meeting. 
Discussion of several different fundraising event options.  Single-vineyard tasting, consumer events, auctions, etc.  Perhaps it could be an existing event that we partner with.  Another idea is to trade out assistance with winery solicitation in return for a share of the revenues.
Board looked at and affirmed LE 3/31 as presented on the cash flow document. Adelsheim requested that the budgets presented at May meeting use the current dues model.   
Name Change
Members voted overwhelmingly in favor of changing the name back to the Oregon Winegrowers Association.  
Land Use
Conkling presented a land-use matrix.  Discussion of 15-acre requirement for licensed wineries.  Adelsheim recommended that the board have a position statement on land use.  Peterson-Nedry added that the issue of immigration needs to be addressed.  The industry doesn’t want to limit itself with overly specific language, but a statement of core values would be useful.  Adelsheim, McClellan, Shull expressed interest in forming a small focus group to begin drafting this position.  
Get and attach Conkling’s Land-Use Matrix.  Lyon explained vineyard easement concept which would essentially allow the state to buy development rights from landowners with potential vineyard land.  Could be funded by a development fee.  Work with Nature Conservancy.  
McKibben address the Eastern Oregon smaller vineyard issue.  Wine industry is at cross-purposes with the wheat industry, which argues that if the agricultural pendulum swings back towards wheat, 20- or 40-acre parcels of land are too small.  The Walla Walla Valley would like to see the number of wineries increase, particularly on the Oregon side.  This can only happen if the parcel size decreases enough to become manageable for an individual.  Proposed legislation may include language that limits the changes to “within the Walla Walla or Columbia Valley AVAs”, which could assuage wheat industry fears.  
In Southern Oregon, the main issue is with the use of the word “contiguous”.  There may also be issues with an 80-acre threshold for converting land zoned differently to EFU.  
Girard asked about the immigration issue at the state level.  Has been discussed by Republican gubernatorial candidates related to in-state tuition for higher education and issuance of drivers licenses.  He recommended that the industry present a position to emphasize the importance of this labor pool to our industry.  
Adelsheim suggested a rewrite of the email Chambers distributed as a solicitation to the industry to get in touch with their legislators on the immigration issue.    

Three communications to the industry for OWA:

· Reminder for late renewals
· Communication to legislators on immigration
· Solicitation of new members based on priorities and positions (now and in anticipation of June renewals)

Discussion of federal vs. state list of accepted varietal names.  New suggestion is to adopt the federal list and identify exceptions where Oregon wants to be more restrictive.

Lyon reported on Washington’s self-distribution situation.  Out-of-state producers can now obtain a permit to self-distribute.  

Chambers recessed OWA meeting at 12:00.  
Chambers reconvened the OWA meeting at 4:58pm.
Chambers adjourned the OWA meeting at 4:58pm.  






Girard moved, Weisinger seconded to approve the Feb. 21 board meeting minutes as amended.  Motion passed unanimously. McClellan and Shull not yet present.





Jones moved, Weisinger seconded to send out automatic reminders to wineries who haven’t renewed.  Continue messaging communication on an ongoing basis.  Include board signatures.  Passed unanimously.  





Girard moved, Shull seconded to empower Conkling and Lyon to develop a Land Use Action Plan for the board’s review at the May 23 meeting.  Adelsheim voted against.  Motion passed.  








