Oregon Winegrowers’ Association
Meeting Minutes

July 11, 2006
Attendees: Earl Jones (Secretary), David Adelsheim, Kara Olmo, Scott Shull, John Weisinger, Casey McClellan (Treasurer) (via telephone), Jess Lyon (via telephone), Gary Conkling (via telephone) Harry Peterson-Nedry (joined via telephone at 11am).   Staff: Ted Farthing (Executive Director), Stephany Boettner, Sara Gourley, Katie Stoll.  Visitors: Vaughn Walton, OSU.

Call to Order
Jones called the OWA meeting to order at 9:07 am.

Minutes Approval


Financials

Dues revenue continues to be lower than budget, so expenses have been cut correspondingly.  If membership increases as projected through the end of the calendar year, the OWA will remain solvent.  
Membership Report

Adelsheim suggested that a “value-added” retreat might be helpful to identify some other services that the OWA could provide to bring more value to members.  

Legislative Committee Report

Lyon is developing draft of legislation for permit distribution.  Regarding self-distribution,  the OWA is happy with current situation: reciprocal self-distribution for all states. Keep cash vs. credit issue on the radar screen as it may be packaged with a self-distribution proposal in 2007 legislative session. 

Conkling reported on the Big Look conference.  The five references he cited for the Oregon wine industry were:    

1. Preserving future vineyard land

2. Non-contiguous land holding –Southern Oregon 

3. Land parcel sizes – Eastern Oregon 

4. Value-added agriculture

5. Investing in culinary tourism

Discussion on request from Southern Oregon to site a building on property with less than 15 acres within the same county.  The question was raised whether this policy would  encourage small winery development or create a situation with a proliferation of processing plants.  
Winery workforce and distribution channel value statements will be circulated for vetting within next two months by Conkling.  
PAC solicitation letter has been sent out.  Fundraising goal is $10,000 for campaign contributions for the upcoming election cycle.  
Discussion of Governor Kulongoski fundraiser issue.  A clarification letter will be sent to the industry to address concerns.   
Harry Peterson-Nedry joined the meeting via telephone at 11am.

Discussion of the role of committees vis-à-vis the board and their relationship to staff.  Items that purport to be a decision of the board need to be voted on by the board.  Committees are to be making recommendations to the board, not establishing policy or implying candidate endorsements.  

Next Legislative Committee meeting is September 6 from 10:00am -12:00pm at OWC. 

Farthing recommended that the OWA generate a stance on the proposed hilltop hotel and balancing the development of tourism infrastructure with the growth of our industry and protecting our right to farm.  Add as a strategic planning retreat item and for the legislative committee or for discussion at the next legislative committee meeting.  

Farthing and Lyon will work together to address temporary sales license for a trade association issue. 
Trademark issue: The Willamette Valley Visitors Association (WVVA) has apparently applied for trademark of ‘Oregon Wine Country’ and has warned OWB we should be careful when using this phrase.  Farthing indicated to WVVA that this is a generic/descriptive phrase and is not likely to become protected.  Further, it describes an area well beyond the Willamette Valley.  Farthing will check with Department of Justice on legality of using DWT trademark attorney to clarify issue.  Board agrees with Farthing that we need to with take aggressive stance.  

Labeling Review

Weisinger circulated his report: ‘OWA Review of Oregon Label Regulations.’  Other task force members are Jones and Adelsheim.  Adelsheim suggested getting a larger industry group involved who would meet with the OLCC.  Discussion on the enforcement capability of the OLCC.  If we revert to the Federal standard, it would be possible for a wine labeled Oregon Pinot Noir to have up to 25% California grapes.  Weisinger would like next step to be to go to the industry to determine what the exceptions are to the current labeling regulations that they would like to see.  Weisinger, Adelsheim, and Jones will meet to determine which regulations are to a) keep, b) throw out, and c) controversial.  Immediate action needs to be taken on the varietal issue.  

Jones recessed the OWA meeting at 12:30.  

Jones reconvened and adjourned the OWA meeting at 3:40pm.    
Weisinger moved, Shull seconded to approve the minutes from the May 23 board meeting as written.  Motion passed unanimously.  





Weisinger moved, Adelsheim seconded that all committees of the OWA will report to the full board any recommended policies that they believe need be implemented.  Any policy decision rests not with the staff or the committee but with the board alone.  Motion passed unanimously.  








