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Wine Board initiates national, international marketing study
          PORTLAND, Nov.--, 2006 – A $265,670 value added producer grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture will initiate a study to promote the Oregon Wine Brand in national and international markets.  The grant was one of eleven value-added grants awarded in Oregon  earlier this year, according to USDA Rural Development State Director Mark Simmons. 

         Ted Farthing, Executive Director of the Oregon Wine Board, accompanied by Simmons at the State Office of the Wine Board, explained the strategic importance of the regional marketing strategy.  (insert info, etc. etc.)    

         "This grant supports farm families in rural Oregon by helping them to market their product and increase their financial return," said Simmons.         
         Value-Added Producer Grants may be used for planning activities, such as feasibility studies or business plans, or to provide working capital for marketing value-added agricultural products and for farm-based renewable energy projects. Eligible applicants include independent producers, farmer and rancher cooperatives, and agricultural producer groups.  Value-added products are created when a producer takes an agricultural commodity, such as milk or vegetables, and processes or prepares it in a way that increases its value to consumers.

          USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $72 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. As a result, over 1.2 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments.
          A complete list of the grants and further information about rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov
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Committed to the future of rural communities
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
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