Trust for Oregon Wine Education and Research (TOWER)
Meeting Minutes

August 24, 2006

Attendees: Kevin Chambers (President), Earl Jones (Secretary), David Adelsheim, Kara Olmo, Scott Shull, John Weisinger, Casey McClellan (Treasurer), Harry Peterson-Nedry, Steve Girard (Vice-President).

Staff: Ted Farthing (Executive Director), Stephany Boettner, Sara Gourley, Katie Stoll.  

Visitors: Mark Retz, Zerba Cellars.
Call to Order

Chambers called the meeting to order at 11:48 am.

LIVE Proposal
Discussion about the LIVE proposal (see attached document) requesting $13,000 from the OWB.  Jim Bernau made a donation to TOWER at the end of 2005 in the amount of $25,000 to be used to support LIVE and OVID.  The Board discussed the possibility of using a portion of this donation to fund the LIVE request.   
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Discussion: Bernau’s donation included a caveat that the funds would be conditioned by a Gift Agreement Letter drafted by Davis Wright Tremaine to follow.  This letter has not yet been received, and should be solicited from DWT before the funds are committed.  The Board also needs a proper chance to review the LIVE proposal request.

OVID
The board discussed the need to train OVID members.  Chambers had requested a budget from OVID for travel and time to teach ten constituents of OVID how to use the database and to have that ready by September.   
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Chambers recessed the TOWER meeting at 12:07pm.

Chambers reconvened the TOWER meeting at 4:41pm.

Governance Structure
There is no update on the 501(c)3 status.  Lyon advised it can take six or more months for a response.
LIVE Proposal continued
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Discussion: Adelsheim suggested Farthing and one or two board members work with the LIVE board to write an appropriate plan for use of the funds and meet face to face.  Girard offered to attend a live board meeting.  
Weisinger and Jones left the meeting at 4:56pm.
Chambers adjourned the TOWER meeting at 5:02 pm.
Adelsheim moved, Weisinger seconded that TOWER commit to spending $12,500 in support of the LIVE proposal request.  After discussion, the motion was rescinded.





Adelsheim moved, Peterson-Nedry seconded to release up to $5,000 of TOWER funds for the education of industry members on the use of the OVID database.  Funds release is contingent upon receipt of a budget proposal from OVID.  


Weisinger abstained.  Motion passed.








Shull moved that TOWER disburse up to $12,500 to LIVE to use as specified in the proposal subject to LIVE working with Farthing to develop a value proposition and outlining a regular reporting schedule.  After discussion, the motion was rescinded.








