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It’s not all about California

[INES fromm
Washington and
Oregon are relative new-
comers, and are made in
such small quatities that
they're often expensive,
The stateside  wine-
making style provokes
much discussion—our
European palares are
accustomed o 2 more
discreersivle, so Ameri-
cart wines can
brassy. Burt at a recent
annual fasting of Wash-
ingron and Chregon wines,
there were some deli-
cious examples worth
tracking down,
Oregon’s most promi-
sing wariery 15 Pinot
MNair. The 1rouhin
family makes firse-class
Pinot in Burgundy, and
has taken this expertise
to Orregon. The 2005
Domaine Drouhin
Pinot MNoir Willa-
mette 15 restament o
the area’s winemaking
potential. The Willa-
metee Valley, situated
below  the
Mountain Range, has
a cool climate perfect

secm

Cascade

for this capricious vari-
ery, and the result is
a smooth, raspberry-
imbued  wine  with
sweet, lasting tannins.

Juicy

¥ Western wonders

2005 Domaine Drouhin Pinot

Meir Willamette (E22.95, Berry Bros & Rudd)

2006 Eroica Riesling (£19.9%, Whole Foods Market, 020
7368 6100, wwwwholefoodsmarket.com; The Sampler,
Q207226 3500, wwwithesamplercouk)

2004 UEcole Mo. 41 Cabernet Sauvignon (£22.95, The
Wine Treasury, 0207793 9999, wwwowinetreasury.com)

Ernie  Loosen 15
Germany's  superstar
iesling  winemaker,
and he joined forces
with Chateau Sainte
Michelle in Wash-
ingron to make 2006
Eroica Riesling—
a flinty and classically
shaped Rieshing with
undertones  of
white peach and melon.
It's no comncidence that
two of my favourite
wines at this tasting were
made by Europeans.

For authentic
imntroduction to Wash-
ngton red wines, turn

a1l

to L'Ecole Mo, 41, which
has a loval following.
Keep your eves peeled for
its bright and distine-
tive kindergarten-seyle
labels. My favourite was
the 2004 L'Ecole No. 41
Cabernet Sauvignon,
Columbia Valley, but it
requires o few years in
a cellar in order to
mellow.,  The 2003
(01999, Noel Young
Wines) s still avail-
able—ury drinking it
with classic British roast
beef for an impressive
transatlantic food and
wine alliance,
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