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PINOT NOIR: THE
NEW PRETENDERS

The New World’s many fledgling Pinot regions often
look to Burgundy as the ideal to aspire to. But do
any of them even come close in quality terms,
asks JASPER MORRIS MW

eing exposed to Burgundy  stewed wines, Unsurprisingly, the pioneers

selflessly dn the line of dury,  insuch districts as Napa and Hunter Valley

of course — has made me a  wanted to try their hand with Pinot — and

passionate devoree of the Pinot  equally predictably, such enterprise failed,

grape. [ love it in its many Burgundian Bur Pinot can do well in the right spot

manifestations, and 1 have I'll..,l..,l'l |,'|||_|}' with suttable zealots determined o create

tempted by many  ditterent examples  an exciting wine. We know that a fairly

from various parts of the New World, cool climate 15 vital, but what else counes?

Finer Moir and cool-climate viteulture

go hand in hand. Certain parts of certain

countries seem o be more fvoured but,
as ever with Pinor, local specifics rule

world-famous wines remain scarce, The

crucial charscteristic of Pinot Moir, which

sets it apart from the other great red wine

grapes of the world, is the thinness of its

skin, Intense heat leads o sunburn and







