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US Syrah

Syrah has taken off in the US over the last 15 years, and has found particular
success in the northern states of Washington and Oregon, writes DAVID FURER
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been a driving force for the development

1999 California; well-structured wines.  of this grape, especially with Viognier. LAt

Washington: cool and structured Washington's northern neighbour,

2000 California: uneven wines. Canada, has the greatest thirst for the

Washington: good but drink saon state's Syrah, impaorting more than 2,000 A i

2000 Calitornia: agewaorthy wines.
Washinglon: Syrah was the vintage star
2002 California: early-drinking wines
Washington: Balanced and ripe

2003 California: high alcohol.
Washington:warm and concentrated
2004 California: vintage to look out for.

cases annually and far outpacing any
ather cauntry for exports of these wines,
Critical interest is still strong for
Califarnia’s output; however, Washington
state’s top wines are widely recognised
as being on a par or superior to those of
the sunshine state. E
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Washington: erratic, mixed results
2005 California: light, structured wines.

‘The best wines will give a lot
Washington: Great vintage

of pleasure with primary fruit
over the first couple of years’
Stephen Brook

Hectares under vine:

California 7085 (2005}, Washington

1130 (2006); Cregon 175 (2006
S

MAPs MAKIME HE &

DECANTER.COM | 97






